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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A data transform method for transforming a first data 
string into a second data string, comprising: 

transforming data into frequency components; 
coding the frequency components; 

generating the first data string from the coded frequency components; 

a roplacomont ctop of replacing first data contained in the first data string by with 
second data comprising spectrum coefficient information of the frequency components ; 

a f i rst g e n e rat i on step of generating the second data string by using the second 
data g e n e rat e d in said r e p l ac e m e nt st e p ; and 

a usag e- l i c e ns e-i nformat i on add i t i on st e p of adding, to the second data string, 
first usage license information i nclud i ng i nformat i on indicating at least one condition for 
permitting the use of at least part of the second data string and information indicating 
the second data string which is permitted to be used based on said at least one 
condition, 

wherein, when the second data string is used, the second data string which is 
permitted to be used is utilized based on the first usage license information. 

2. (Currently amended) A data transform method according to claim 1 , 
further comprising an add i tion step of adding a third data string which is not contained in 
the first data string to the second data string^ 
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whoro i n, i n ca i d ucago li cons e i nformat i on add i t i on st e p, th e f i rst usago l iconco 

i nformat i on i nc l uding i nformation i nd i cat i ng at l east one cond i t i on for p e rm i tting the use 

of at l e ast part of th e s e cond data str i ng to wh i ch th e th i rd data string i s add e d and 

informat i on i nd i cat i ng th e s e cond data str i ng to which th e third data string i s added and 

which i s porm i ttod to bo usod basod on said at le ast ono cond i tion is addod to tho 

s e cond data str i ng to wh i ch th e third data str i ng i s add e d . 

3. (Currently amended) A data transform method according to claim 1 , 
further comprising a s e cond g e n e ration st e p of generating a fourth data string r e quired 
for reconstructing the first data string from the second data string g e n e rat e d in sa i d first 
gonoration stop , 

wherein the fourth data string includes data for reconstructing the first data 
r e p l ac e d by the s e cond data i n sa i d r e p l ac e m e nt st e p . 

4. (Currently amended) A data transform method according to claim 3, 
wherein , i n sa i d s e cond g e n e ration st e p, t he fourth data string i nc l ud i ng includes 
second usage license information i nc l ud i ng i nformat i on indicating at least one condition 
for permitting the use of at least part of the first data string and i nformat i on indicating the 
first data string which is permitted to be used based on said at least one condition \$- 
g e n e rat e d . 

5. (Currently amended) A data transform method according to claim 3, 
wherein the second data string includes a third data string[[,]] and , in sa i d s e cond 
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g e n e ration st e p, the fourth data string i nc l ud i ng includes second usage license 

information inc l ud i ng informat i on for erasing at least part of the second data string 

containing the third data string is g e n e rat e d . 

6. (Currently amended) A data transform method according to claim 3, 
wherein , in sa i d s e cond g e n e rat i on st e p, a f i fth data str i ng wh i ch i s not conta i n e d in th e 
f i rst data str i ng, and the fourth data string i nc l ud i ng includes second usage license 
information i nc l ud i ng i nformat i on for adding the a fifth data string to the first data string 
are generated . 

7. (Currently amended) A data transform method according to claim 1 , 
wherein , i n sa i d usag e- lic e ns e- informat i on add i t i on st e p, the first usage license 
information is encrypted [[,]] and th e e ncrypt e d f i rst usag e li c e ns e i nformat i on i s added to 
the second data string. 

8. (Original) A data transform method according to claim 1 , wherein said at 
least one condition includes at least one of information indicating the number of usages 
of the second data string, information indicating an expiry date of the second data 
string, information indicating a period for which the second data string is used, and 
information indicating a time for which the second data string is used. 

9. (Currently amended) A data transform method according to clam 1 , 
wherein , in said r e plac e m e nt st e p, the first data is replaced by the second data so that 
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the playback quality of the second data string is lower than the playback quality of the 
first data string. 

Claim 10 (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A data transform method according to claim 4-G 1, 
wherein after coding, the first data includes at least one of normalizing-coefficient 
information us e d for coding proc e ss i ng i n sa i d coding st e p , quantizing-precision 
information us e d for cod i ng proc e ssing in sa i d cod i ng st e p , and variable-length codes 
generated in sa i d cod i ng step. 

Claim 12 (Cancelled). 

1 3. (Currently amended) A data transform method according to claim 42 1_, 
wherein the second data is data in which at least part of the first data is replaced by 
random data. 

14. (Original) A data transform method according to claim 1 , wherein the first 
data string and the second data string include audio data. 

1 5. (Original) A data transform method according to claim 2, wherein the third 
data string includes audio data. 
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16. (Original) A data transform method according to claim 3, wherein the 
fourth data string includes audio data. 

17. (Original) A data transform method according to claim 6, wherein the fifth 
data string includes audio data. 

1 8. (Original) A data transform apparatus for transforming a first data string 
into a second data string, comprising: 

transforming means for transforming data into frequency components; 
coding means for coding the freguency components; 

generating means for generating the first data string from the coded freguency 
components; 

replacement means for replacing first data contained in the first data string by 
with second data comprising spectrum coefficient information of the freguency 
components ; 

generation means for generating the second data string by using the second data 
g e n e rat e d by said r e p l ac e m e nt m e ans ; and 

usage-license-information addition means for adding, to the second data string, 
usage license information i nc l ud i ng i nformat i on indicating at least one condition for 
permitting the use of at least part of the second data string and informat i on indicating 
the second data string which is permitted to be used based on said at least one 
condition, 
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wherein, when the second data string is used, the second data string which is 

permitted to be used is utilized based on the usage license information. 

1 9. (Currently amended) A recording medium storing a program to cause an 
information-processing apparatus to perform a method comput e r -e x e cutabl e program 
for controlling a data transform apparatus that transforms a first data string into a 
second data string, the method comprising: 

transforming data into freguencv components; 

coding the freguency components: 

generating the first data string from the coded freguencv components; 

a rep l ac e m e nt st e p of replacing first data contained in the first data string by with 
second data comprising spectrum coefficient information of the freguencv components ; 

a g e n e ration st e p of generating the second data string by using the second data 
g e n e rat e d i n sa i d r e plac e m e nt st e p ; and 

a usag e-l ic e ns e-i nformat i on addit i on st e p of adding, to the second data string, 
usage license information i nc l ud i ng i nformat i on indicating at least one condition for 
permitting the use of at least part of the second data string and i nformation indicating 
the second data string which is permitted to be used based on said at least one 
condition, 

wherein, when the second data string is used, the second data string which is 
permitted to be used is utilized based on the usage license information. 



Claims 20-38 (Cancelled). 



